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I have also championed legislation to 
reimburse GovGuam for Compact Im-
pact at the mandatory $180 million an-
nual level recommended by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office. 

Transfers of valuable surplus Federal 
property under my Guam Land Return 
Act provide yet another way to in-
crease Federal reimbursement to 
GovGuam for Compact Impact ex-
penses, and these transfers of surplus 
property would occur at no cost to the 
Federal Government or the taxpayers. 

Our island of Guam hosts a substan-
tial U.S. military presence and is a 
strategic forward-facing domestic mili-
tary base in the important Asia-Pacific 
region. In January of 2011, the U.S. 
military made a commitment to the 
people of Guam to reduce Federal land-
ownership and the military’s footprint 
on Guam. Importantly, the commit-
ment coincides with the buildup of 
American military personnel and base 
resources on Guam, part of the reloca-
tion of U.S. Marines from Okinawa, 
Japan. 

U.S. military and Defense Depart-
ment leadership under the Trump ad-
ministration have reaffirmed this net- 
negative commitment to our people 
and to me, personally. Since January 
of 2011, the Defense Department has re-
turned approximately 686 acres to 
GovGuam. 

My Guam Land Return Act holds the 
Defense Department accountable for 
meeting the net-negative commitment 
in full. This legislation would require 
the Secretary of Defense to maintain a 
public inventory of all land parcels the 
Defense Department expects to ulti-
mately transfer to GovGuam under the 
net-negative commitment. 

My legislation outlines 17 specific 
Federal land parcels, totalling 476 acres 
that should be transferred to 
GovGuam. The Guam Land Reform Act 
would also provide a public mechanism 
for the Governor of Guam to petition 
the Defense Department to consider 
transferring additional land parcels to 
GovGuam under the net-negative com-
mitment. 

Lastly, my legislation includes sev-
eral provisions relating to current and 
former Federal land on Guam. Two pro-
visions ensure that no-cost transfers of 
surplus Federal land and other valu-
able property do not create additional 
liabilities or public safety concerns for 
the Federal Government relating to en-
vironmental cleanup or flight paths for 
air traffic control. One section removes 
an antiquated Federal restriction on 
927 acres on Guam’s Cabras Island, 
which GovGuam has owned since 1981. 

The people of Guam are patriotic 
Americans and support our military 
servicemembers and their families and 
the Nation’s veterans, and at the same 
time, the people of Guam want to see 
their ancestral lands returned, and 
rightfully so. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 23 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RICE of South Carolina) 
at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

You are the source of all life and un-
conditional love. The House of Rep-
resentatives is a noble institution 
which embraces the highest aspirations 
of the Nation’s people and embodies 
their lasting values. 

Help the Members of this House to 
look at themselves, their politics, pri-
orities, and the Nation’s interests with 
new vision in the light of Your Spirit. 
Help them to be wise and patient legis-
lators, seeking not immediate political 
wins, but a productive future which 
will nourish the stability of our home-
land and reap a harvest of peace in the 
world. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DUNN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STAFF 
SERGEANT CARL ENIS 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a life that was lost too soon. 
Staff Sergeant Carl Enis from Talla-
hassee was tragically killed in the 
Black Hawk helicopter crash that 
claimed the lives of seven members of 
the United States Air Force in western 
Iraq last week. 

Sergeant Enis graduated from Flor-
ida State University, and went on to 

get his MBA in 2017. He chose to self-
lessly serve our country and he joined 
the Air Force after college, serving as 
a pararescueman, where he performed 
combat rescue missions as a member of 
the elite 308th Rescue Squadron. 

Sergeant Enis loved the outdoors, 
and he even had a blog about hunting, 
fishing, and hiking. He was loved and 
respected by all who met him. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Staff Sergeant Carl Enis and all 
of our fallen heroes who gave their last 
full measure of devotion to this coun-
try to make Americans safe at home 
and abroad. 

f 

CELEBRATING MS. BETTYE JEAN 
WILSON FRANKLIN’S 90TH BIRTH-
DAY 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of Ms. Bettye Jean 
Wilson Franklin’s 90th birthday. 

Ms. Franklin was born March 18, 1928. 
She is a native of Fort Worth. Ms. 
Franklin attended and graduated from 
the historical I.M. Terrell High School. 
Her passion for education inspired her 
to work for the Fort Worth Inde-
pendent School District for 27 years 
until she retired in 1990. 

But it is her everlasting commitment 
to her faith that is well-known among 
her friends and family. Ms. Franklin 
has been a faithful member of the 
Saint James Baptist Church for the 
last 77 years, where she contributed in 
various capacities, including her par-
ticipation in the senior choir for 52 
years. 

In addition, she serves her commu-
nity as a member of the Greater Fort 
Worth Area Negro Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Club, and the Fort 
Worth Zeta Amicae Auxiliary of Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority. 

Ms. Franklin is also a member of the 
Eastern Star Southern Beauty Chapter 
446, and served as Grand Secretary of 
the Masonic Grand Chapter Order of 
Eastern Star of Texas for 13 years. 

She is the proud mother of two 
daughters, a grandmother of four 
grandchildren, and the great-grand-
mother to her seven great-grand-
children. 

Happy 90th birthday, Ms. Franklin. I 
wish you continued health and happi-
ness on this milestone occasion. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOR-
EST HILLS HIGH SCHOOL BAS-
KETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the state champion 
Forest Hills High School basketball 
team that won the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association 2–A Cham-
pionship on March 10. 
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